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Hackschooling makes me happy - Logan LaPlante 
 

From: http://tedxtalks.ted.com/video/Hackschooling-Makes-Me-Happy-Lo;search%3A/ 
 

1. Discuss this questions with your classmates: 
 
a. When you were a child, what did you want to be? 

b. How has school influenced you career choice? 

c. If you could change something in your education, what would that be? 

 
2.  Watch Logan LaPlante, a 13-year-old boy, talking about his education. Complete the 

sentences below with one or more words he says: 
a. Logan mentions that when adults ask kids what they want to be when they grow old, the expected answer 

is always  _____________________________ or astronaut. 

b. The most likely answer to the same question is what the kids _________________________________ or 

think is cool. 

c. According to neuroscientists, although the teenage brain is ___________________________, there are 

more neurons there that in adult brain. 

d.  Logan mentions that learning how to be ______________________________ should be a priority in 

schools, but it’s not.  

e. Dr. Roger Walsh’s TLCs consists of contribution, exercising, diet and nutrition, recreation, service to 

others, relationships, time in nature, _____________________, and religious or spiritual involvement.  

f. According to Dr. Roger Walsh, most people seek for these eight things outside of 

__________________________, such as in meditation or yoga classes. 

g. In his own Ted Talk, Sir Ken Robinson highlighted that creativity should be treated with more respect, 

since it is as important as _____________________________.  

h. When Logan’s parents decided to pull him out of school, his mother was__________________ because of 

her friends’ attitude. 

i. Logan’s hero, Shane McConkey, is  _________________ and a hacker. 

j. Although hackers are seen as computer geeks, to Logan, they are people who 

____________________________________ systems to make them work differently and better. 

k. What he calls Hackschooling is actually the hacker’s _________________________, which involves 

being healthy, creative and happy. 

l. At school, Logan was not motivated to write because he needed to write about ______________________ 

instead of writing about skiing. 

m. Logan mentions Newton and Galileo because their methods were through ________________________.  

n. Project Discovery’s ropes course was essential to teach Logan how to trust the others, 

_______________________________ and communicate clearly. 

o. In High Fives Foundation’s Basics Program, participants learned about mountain safety, 

___________________________ and the science of snow. 
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p. In Fox Walkers classes, the only device students had to go in  ____________________________ was a 

knife.  

q. In his internship at Big Shark Print, Logan is learning how to customize and sell hats and also 

contributing  _________________________________.   

r. Logan compares skiing and education because both mean ______________________ to him.  

 

3. Take a look at the expressions in bold. Match them to the moist suitable meaning: 

a. See, us kids are going to answer something we’re stoked on, what we think is cool, what we have 
experience with…  
I’m stoked to be here at TedEx, I mean, I’ve been watching Ted videos for as long as I can remember… 
 
b. We (teenagers) can be so creative, and impulsive and moody and get bummed out. 
But what bums me out is to know that, a lot of kids today are just wishing to be happy, to be healthy, to be 
safe, not bullied, and be loved for who they are.  
 
c. It really comes down to practicing these eight things 
 
d. Looking back, I’m thankful she didn’t cave to peer pressure, and I think she is too.  
 
e. I take advantage of opportunities in my community, and through a network of my friends and family. I 
take advantage of opportunities to experience what I’m learning (…). 
 
f. (…) where I got to write through my experiences and my interests, (…) and that sparked my love of 
writing. 
 

a. to be stroked     (   ) (slang) to disappoint, upset, or annoy 

b. to bum out     (   ) to benefit 

c. to come down to    (   )  to activate, stimulate, inspire 

d. to cave to/in    (   ) to be interested and excited about something 

e. to take advantage of   (   ) to have a particular thing as the most important matter 

f. to spark     (   ) to submit; surrender 

 
4. Discuss the following questions with your peers. Try to use the expressions from 3. 

 
a. “It is similar to homeschooling, but using the Internet to learn more about whatever interests the student.” 
How effective do you think this concept of Hackschooling is?  
 
b. Logan says that “ Education is important, but why is being happy and healthy not considered education?”. 
How, in your opinion, can we teach our kids to be happy and healthy? 
 
c. The “Therapeutic Lifestyle Changes” (TLCs) includes: exercise, diet & nutrition, time in nature, 
contribution & service, relationships, recreation, relaxation & management, and religious & spiritual 
involvement. How do you think each of these things can lead to happiness and to being healthy? 
 



http://tedinclass.wordpress.com/   by Ilá Coimbra 

 

d. When talking about traditional education, Logan says that  it is “oriented for better or worse 
towards making a living rather than making a life”. What do you understand from this statement? Do you 
agree with it? 
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Answer key: 
4.  

a. Logan mentions that when adults ask kids what they want to be when they grow old, the expected answer 

is always a neurosurgeon or astronaut. 

b. The most likely answer to the same question is what the kids have experience with or think is cool. 

c. According to neuroscientists, although the teenage brain is underdeveloped, there are more neurons there 

that in adult brain. 

d. Logan mentions that learning how to be happy and healthy should be a priority in schools, but it’s not.  

e. Dr. Roger Walsh’s TLCs consists of contribution, exercising, diet and nutrition, recreation, service to 

others, relationships, time in nature, relaxation and stress management and religious or spiritual 

involvement.  

f. According to Dr. Roger Walsh, most people seek for these eight things outside of the traditional arena 

such as in meditation or yoga classes. 

g. In his own Ted Talk,, Sir Ken Robinson highlighted that creativity should be treated with more respect, 

since it is as important as literacy. 

h. When Logan’s parents decided to pull him out of school, his mother was in tears because of her friends’ 

attitude. 

i.  Logan’s hero Shane McConkey, is the world’s best skier and a hacker. 

j. Although hackers are seen as computer geeks, to Logan, they are people who challenge and change 

systems to make them work differently and better. 

k. What he calls Hackschooling is actually the hacker’s mindset, which involves being healthy, creative and 

happy. 

l. At school, Logan was not motivated to write because he needed to write about butterflies and rainbows 

instead of writing about skiing. 

m. Logan mentions Newton and Galileo because their methods were through experimenting and making 

mistakes. 

n. Project Discovery’s ropes course was essential to teach Logan how to trust the others, how to handle 

your fears and communicate clearly. 

o. In High Fives Foundation’s Basics Program, participants learned about mountain safety, weather, 

avalanches and the science of snow. 

p. In Fox Walkers classes, the only device students had to go in the wilderness was a knife.  

q. In his  internship at Big Shark Print, Logan is learning how to customize and sell hats and also 

contributing to clothing design. 

r. Logan compares skiing and education because both mean freedom to him.  
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5.  
a. to be stroked     ( d ) (slang) to disappoint, upset, or annoy 

b. to bum out     (e ) to benefit 

c. to come down to    (f)  to activate, stimulate, inspire 

d. to cave to/in    ( a ) to be interested and excited about something 

e. to take advantage of   ( c  ) to have a particular thing as the most important matter:  

f. to spark     (d) to submit; surrender.  

 
 
 


