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I. What makes you smile? Look at the pictures below and discuss if you find them funny, 

silly, cute, etc: 

       

  

II. Look at the sentences below and match the word in bold to the most suitable meaning: 

So naturally computers will soon be able to mimic the brain's workings. 

There was no way to know where Lana was; he had to hope to stumble upon her. 

Some are sure to cause frequent fliers to smile, while others may cause them to frown. 

a. _________________: To make a facial expression of disapproval. 

b. _________________: To copy or imitate in speech, expression, or gesture. 

c. _________________: To see/meet accidentally or unexpectedly 

 

III. Listen to Ron Gutman talking about the power of smiling and answer the following 

questions: 

a. What was Ron Gutman’s childhood dream? Why did he want that? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. What did he analyze at the beginning of his research? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

c. What was the experiment with baseball cards? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

d. What does he mention about babies?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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e. What was the conclusion reached with the comparison between smiling in Papua New Guinea and the 

Western culture? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

f. What are the results of  Uppsala University studies on smiling? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

g. In a recent study at the University of Clermont-Ferrand, what did subjects need to do? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

h. What did Charles Darwin say about facial feedback? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

i. What things does he compare smiling to?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

j. Besides the health benefits, what is smiling good for?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IV. Discuss the questions below with your peers.  

a. What can you do in your life to smile more? 

b. What memories from your past always put a smile on your face? 

c. "A smile is an inexpensive way to change your looks." (Charles Gordy). What do you think about this 

quote? 

d. Someone once said: "Everyone smiles in the same language." What do you think? 
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Key  

 

Ex. II 

a. Frown:  To make a facial expression of disapproval. 

b. Mimic: To copy or imitate in speech, expression, or  gesture. 

c. Stumble upon: To see/meet accidentally or unexpectedly 

 

 


